Predicting responses to sexually aggressive stories: the role of consent, interest in sexual aggression, and overall sexual interest.
Measures of interest in sexual aggression and overall sexual interest were used to predict men s responses to consensual and nonconsensual stories that contained forceful sexual content. College males (N = 108) listened to these stories and completed questionnaires assessing self-reported sexual arousal and desire, their perceptions of the woman s enjoyment and sexual desire in the stories, their likelihood of acting like the man in the stories, and how likely they would be to read similar stories. Multiple regression analyses revealed that overall sexual interest variables were significant predictors of responses to both consensual and nonconsensual stories, while interest in sexual aggression predicted responses to only the nonconsensual story. The present study highlights the importance of considering overall sexual interest measures in sexual aggression research.